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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following diſcourſe is publiſhed with theſe 
views: To check that abounding iniquity which has 
provoked the anger of the Almighty—to quicken pro- 


feſſors to ſelf-examination,— and to convince the 


world, that the diſſenters are not ſuch enemies to 
the preſent government of this country, as ſome have 
repreſented. If ſuch effetts are produced, the Au- 
thor's end will ze anſwered. The divine bleſſing is 
implored on this feeble attempt. Thoſe friends who re- 
queſted its publicaticn, will looł over its imperſections 
with candour, and others it is hoped will not be too 
ſevere in their remarks. 


A 


SE RR M © IN, de 


I HEARKENED AND HEARD, BUT THEY SPAKE NOT 
ARIGHT: NO MAN REPENTED HIM OF HIS WICKEDNESS, 
SAYING, WHAT HAVE I DONE? EVERY ONE TURNED 
TO HIS COURSE, AS THE HORSE RUSHETH INTO” THE 


BATTLE. JER. VIII. 6. 


Tais text may be called a looking-glaſs for 
Britain. May the inhabitants of our native 
country this day look into it, and bluſh at their 
own deformity. * No man repented him of 
his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? 
Every one turned to his courſe, as the horſe 
* ruſheth into the battle.” 

This was originally ſpoken of the people of 
the Jews who had forſaken the true God, and 


joined themſelves to idols, on which account 
B the 


(= 


the moſt ſevere threatnings are iſſued forth 
againſt them, and calamities denounced of ſuch 
a nature as would make death more eligible 
than life. He againſt whom they had rebelled 
was coming out of his place to execute judg- 
ment againit them; and even now there were 
ſome awful ſignatures of his reſentment 
upon them. But though this was the caſe, 
there were few, very few who were properly 
affected, and who laid theſe things to heart. 
This is intimated in the text. 

I HEARKENED AND HEARD. This is ſpeak- 
ing after the manner of men ; God, as it were, 
ſtooped down from heaven to liſten to their 
diſcourſe, and he heard, not language becom- 
ing their ſituation: no expreſſion of ſorrow 
for their fins; no converſation that tended in 

the leaſt to profit one another. They ſpake, 
it is true, BUT THEY SPAKE NOT ARIGHT. 
There was no lamentation over the impiety 
and profaneneſs that univerſally prevailed, no 
mournful complaints of the general diſaffection 
of men to God, and of their breach of his 
laws; no acknowledgment of - perſonal guilt ; 
on the contrary, though the tokens of the di- 
vine diſpleaſure were evidently upon them. 


Yet, 
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- Yet, NO MAN REPENTE HIM OF HIS WICK=- 
EDNESS, SAYING WHAT HAVE I DONE? 
there was an univerſal neglect of felf-examin- 
ation, and a dreadful appearance of hardened 
impenitence. EVERY ONE TURNED TO HIS 
COURSE, which was a courſe of wickedneſs 
that led to their deſtruction. This courſe 
4 they purſued too with the greateſt impetuoſity, 
5-3 even, AS THE HORSE RUSHETH INTO THE 


* BATTLE. They were fierce and furious in 
5 wickedneſs and fearleſs of danger. — Such was 
- the conduct of God's ancient people ; and, I am 
; afraid, this is too much ours, that we are tread- 
ing in their wicked ſteps, and are following 
' the dreadful example they have ſet us. 
5 In further conſidering the text, and apply- 
5 ing it to the ſolemn purpoſes for which we are 
5 this day aſſembled, which are, to call forth at- 
5 tention to our perſonal and national ſins, and 
; to God's judgments which are abroad in the x 
| 5 earth, that we may be humbled before him. | 
| I ſhall obſerve, . 
: I. That God is angry with us as a nation, and 
{4 the tokens of his diſpleaſure are evidently upon 
2 us, ö 
i; B 2 II. That 1 
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II. That our wickedneſs is the cauſe of God's 
anger, and of thoſe tokens of his diſpleaſure. 

III. That God obſerves our words and conduct, 
and beholds an awful want of Repentance, and 
neglect of ſolf-examination. 


I. God is angry with us as a nation, and the 


tokens of his diſpleaſure are evidently upon 
us. 

When I ſpeak of the anger of God, I would 
not be underſtood to ſuppoſe this is a paſhon 
in God, as it is in man, by which he is carried 
out of himſelf, and is thrown into a perturba- 
tion, no; he is without parts or paſſions, and 
is not angry as man. The anger of man is 
the perturbation of a troubled mind, but the 
anger of God is a calm diſplay of avenging juſ- 
. tice. It is his inflicting juſt puniſhment for 
fm. This puniſhment, or this diſplay of aveng- 
ing juſtice, as it is more or lets ſevere, ſo it is 
called by the different names of anger, wrath, 
and vengeance ; and may I not ſay, on taking 
a view of the diſplay of God's avenging juſtice 
at this time in Europe, that his anger is burſt 
into vengeance, and adopt the language of 
the prophet. * This is the day of the Lord 

« God 


ee” 
> 


bo, 
Wo 


DS} 
29 God of hoſts, @ day of vengeance, that he 


may avenge him of his adverſaries : and the 
« {word ſhall devour, and it ſhall be ſatiate, 
« and made drunk with their blood *. | 


I faid, God is angry with this nation, ſhould it 


beaſked, hat are the evidences of this? Ianſwer 

1. The war, the unhappy war in which he 
has ſuffered us to be involved. 

Wars are generally ſent upon nations as pu- 
niſhments for their fins. Accordingly we find 
in ſcripture that when God threatened his 
people the Jews with war, it was on this ac- 
count. © If ye walk contrary unto me, I 
* will bring a ſword upon you .“ And 
therefore faith the prophet Iſaiah, © is the 
* anger of the Lord kindled againſt his people, 
* and he will lift up an enſign to the nations 
from far, and behold they ſhall come with 
* ſpeed ſwiftly,” becauſe they © drew iniquity 
* with cords of vanity, and fin as it were with a 
e cart-ropeF.” So the prophet Micah informs 
us, that when the Lord beheld in the land of 
Iirael © treaſures of wickedneſs in the houſe 
of the wicked; the rich men full of violence, 


+ Lev. xxvi. 24, 25. 


Jer. xlvi. 10. 
t Iſa. v. 18, 20, 25, 26. 
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* and the inhabitants thereof ſpeaking lies, 
e and their tongue deceitful in their mouth,” 
that he ſaid, Therefore, alſo will I make 
« thee ſick in ſmiting thee, in making thee 
« defolate becauſe of thy fins *.” _ 

If it be ſo, then ſome may be ready to ſay, 
God is now angry with ſeveral nations in the 
earth, I reply that is the fact: he is angry 
with Germany, with Pruſſia, with Holland, 
with France, with England, and with every 
other nation engaged in war. He is puniſh- 
ing them for their fins, he is taking gs 
on. them for their iniquities. 

But we are this day principally concerned 
with the character and ſtate of our own nation. 
This our native country, this long highly fa- 
voured land, has offended God, and therefore 
it is he has ſuffered us to be involved in war: 
and war is a moſt awful calamity. What pa- 


thetic words are thoſe of the prophet; My 


4c bowels, my bowels , Jam pained at my 


heart, my heart maketh a noiſe in me, I 
cannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt 
** heard, O my ſoul, the ſound of the trum- 


* Mich, vi. 10, 12, 13. 
oy pet, 


15 
3 * « 


333 


. TT pet, and alarm of war! And that which 


ſo deeply affected this man of God, was the 
conſideration of the cauſe, and the conſequences, 
of war. As to the former, he expreſsly ſays, 
« Thy way and thy doings have procured 
« theſe things unto thee. This is thy wick- 
« edneſs, becauſe it is bitter, hecauſe it reach- 
« eth unto thine heart.” And with reſpect 
to the latter, he obſerves, © Deſtruction upon 
&« deſtruction is cried, for the _ land is 
„ ſpoiled *. 

With reſpect to the melancholy war in 
which we are now engaged, and which we 
meet on this day to deplore, what dreadful ef- 
fects has it produced! At what an expence is 
it carried on ! Millions have been already ex- 
pended, and millions more are wanted. Trade 
and commerce declines; our manufacturers 
are deſtitute of employment ; the once weal- 
thy are become reduced ; the poor, with their 
families, are brought into the moſt diſtreſ- 
ſed ſituation ; and, O, I tremble, I ſhudder 
at the mentioning it, thouſands have fallen 
in battle, have periſhed by the ſword. How 


* Jer. 1v. 18, 19, 20. 


many 
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many of the fields on the continent may 
be called Aceldama, becauſe they are fields of 
blood! O that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
«© weep day and night for the flain of the 
« daughter of my people! How many 
young men, the flower and ſtrength of the 
kingdom, have been cut off! How many 
precious ſouls hurried into eternity! How 
many mourning Rachel's are left behind, 
weeping for their children, refuſing to be 
comforted, becauſe they are not! The ſword, 
the devouring ſword, has made many a valu- 
able, a tender, an aged parent, childleſs. Af- 
fecting thought ! when, O Father of mer- 
cies, when wilt thou give command for wars 
to ceaſe unto the end of the earth, break the 
bow, and cut the ſpear in ſunder, and fay to 
the devouring ſword, It is enough ?—But I 
muſt proceed to notice another token of God's 
diſpleaſure, viz. 

2. The diviſions he * ſuffered to take 
place among us. 

« A kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot 
« ſtand,” was a maxim laid down by the Son 


of God. The diviſions we have at home, as 
well 


(a 9 


well as the war we are involved in abroad, 


caſt an awful gloom on this country. It is 
obſervable, that ſcarcely ever was any formid- 
able enemy able to enter this iſland, but when 
it was divided within itſelf. Internal divi- 
fions greatly aided the Romans againſt the 
ancient Britons. Diviſions and diſcord intro- 
duced the Saxons. Diviſions brought in the 
Danes—and diviſions made way for the Nor- 
mans.—May the Lord forbid, that our preſent 
diviſions ſhould favour the threatened inva- 
fion of the French! „For the diviſions of 


« Reuben there were great ſearchings of 


« heart* :”” and do not ours call for the ſame ? 


That theſe ſhould be ſuffered, is a token of 


the divine diſpleaſure. 'That is a ſtriking 
paſſage in the Lamentations, and methinks 
applicable to us; The anger of the Lord 
* hath divided them.“ O that the following 
awful text may not be equally applied, 
He will no more regard them.” May his 
wrath which is kindled againſt us be remov- 
ed, and our country yet find favour in his 


fight !—But I muſt now go on to conſider, 


. * v. 16. 
C II. That 
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II. That our wickedneſs is the cauſe of 
God's anger, and of thoſe tokens of his dif-. 
pleaſure which are now evidently upon us. 
England abounds with wickedneſs - multi- 
tudes © declare their fin as Sodom, they hide 
* it not; they have a whore's forehead ; and 
* refuſe to be aſhamed,” Wickedneſs pre- 
vails among all ranks. * The whole head is 
* ſick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
* ſole of the foot even unto the head, there 
js no ſoundneſs in it.” So that the words 
ſpoken to Judah, may with great propriety be 
addreſſed to us, Ah, ſinful nation, a people 


laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, 


« children that are corrupters, they have for- 
faken the Lord, they have provoked the 
* Holy One of Iſrael to anger, they are gone 
% away backward x.“ 

Should it be aſked, what fins prevail ? I an- 
ſwer, it is impoſſible for me to enumerate all, 
yet a few ſhall be mentioned, which muſt, I 
think, ftrike | every impartial obſerver. Our 
land then is diſgraced with 

I. Profligacy and Profaneneſs. 


* Ifay i. 4. 


_—_. 


fo: : 


Alas! what a diſſolute and profligate age 
is that in which we live ! What open and 


flagitious immoralities are to be ſeen! Our 
ſtreets, our jails, our courts of juſtice, bear 
witneſs to this awful truth, that multitudes 
are extremely wicked, that the moſt dreadful 


profaneneſs abounds, and the vileſt abomina- 


tions are committed. Amongſt the lower 
claſs of people, there is an exceſs of profliga- 
cy. What numbers in the courſe of a ſingle 
year are brought to the bar of juſtice ! what 
numbers are expelled their native country for 
atrocious crimes! how many are brought to 
the fatal tree ! and with how little concern do 
the generality hear and obſcrve theſe things ! 
A melancholy proof of our deprayed ſtate ! 
But we muſt not look merely to the vulgar 
claſs of mankind for profaneneſs and profliga- 
cy; for do not theſe fins abound, and that in 
a great degree, amongſt thoſe of ſuperior 
rank? Are not ſwearing, drunkenneſs, whore- 
dom and adultery, crimes in which they in- 
dulge themſelves? Are they not drenched in 
ſenſuality of every kind? Now ſeeing this 
is the caſe, can we wonder that we hear the 
voice of Him who inhabiteth eternity, whoſe 


C 2 name 


— Latin Ehnnee ES 


= = 2 nf 
* 


8 
1 
4 
4 
FF 
4 
% 
N 1 
4 


| I = 

( 14 ) ® 

name is Hol v, faying, © Shall I not viſit for 
* theſe things? Shall not my ſoul be aveng- MR 
« ed on ſuch a nation as this? Rut there 3 
are other prevalent vices to be named, ſuch as 1 | 
2. Luxury, diſſipation, and an ardent pur- I 
ſuit of pernicious amuſements. | 
What a fondneſs in many to appear above X f 
their circumſtances! They are determined 
to be gay at all events. Their diſſipation ap- 
Pears to all, and they do not bluſh, they glory 
in their ſhame. To plays, maſquerades, and 
routs, they will go, though it conſume their 
time and ſubſtance, and though it ruin their 
conſtitution, and deſtroy their ſouls. Theſe 
are the faſhionable diverſions of the age, and 
theſe diverſions may be juſtly called pernici- 
ous, for perhaps there is nothing more tends | 
to corrupt the mind. Our theatres are ſchools If 
of iniquity, they are nurſeries of vice. They 
have been the ruin of thouſands of our youth, 
and have had a baneful influence on thoſe of 
riper years. And although a moſt awful ca- 
lamity has of late happened at one of their 
doors, where ſeveral were trampled to death, 
yet the popular rage for theatrical diverſions 


Kill continues ; fo that we anſwer the deſcrip- 
tion 
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tion the apoſtle gives of the laſt days, when 
men would be © lovers of pleaſures, more 
than lovers of God *. 

| 3. An awful contempt of Divine Revela- 
tion is another evil which reigns in our land, 
and has juſtly called down the divine ven- 
geance on our heads. 

Deiſts are numerous, and it 1s to be feared, 
are greatly increaſing ; what multitudes ſcoff 
at the ſacred word of God, and view it as an 
idle tale! The Bible, the precious Bible, 
which direQs us the road to eternal life, how 
is its authority queſtioned, and denied! how 
are its contents treated with deriſion! Can 
we wonder that God is offended, when we 
treat this invaluable preſent with ſo much 
contempt, trample it under foot, and caſt it 
away as a thing of nought ? 

Even among profeſſors too, are to be found 
thoſe, who, if they deny not its authority, yet 
greatly light it, ſeldom look into it, and very ſel- 
dom look up forthe teachingsof the Holy Spirit, 
while they are peruſing it. Alas ! how many, 
both amongſt miniſters and people, ſtrangely 


f TBF INS : n 
A * & 8 43 >. „ ; 
4 * 8 of 5A FAT) * hs 1 by In RN 2 * x N 
n y q 3 : —_ 035 . ll . X 
4" 2 8 * wo b Shen 5 um : a K 8 <6 — * by * . 
0 - * es ES 7 — FX, 93 FX 
y 4 a me. b 4 _—,_ 


* » Tim, iii. 4. 


deny 


— 2 — — — — * 


— 3 
WW. 


C 16 þ 
deny its diſtinguiſhing principles! This 
is a day indeed of awful departure from the 

truths of the Goſpel. Many, who call them- 
felves chriftians, are departed from the chriſ- 
tian doctrines, Many, who term themſelves 
proteſtants, have left the old proteſtant faith. 
The pillar and ground of Truth are forſaken. 
The Deity and atonement of Chriſt, the work 
of the Holy Spirit in regeneration and ſanc- 
tification, thoſe fundamental principles of Di- 
vine Revelation, are given up by many. The 
precious doctrines of Three equal Perſons in 
the Godhead, of eternal and perſonal election, 
of original fin, of particular redemption, of 
free juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, of efficacious grace in regeneration, 
and the final perſeverance of the faints, are 
too generally denied. We live in thoſe latter 
times, in thoſe perilous days, of which “ the 
{© Spirit expreſsly ſpeaks, when ſome ſhall de- 
«« part from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
* ſpirits, and doctrines of devils *.” That 
time is come which the inſpired apoſtle fore- 
told, when men © will not endure ſound doc- 


* 1 Tim. iv. . 
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. 40 trine, but after their own luſts ſhall they 
A « heap to themſelves teachers, having itching 
eus; and they ſhall turn away their ear; 
from the truth, and ſhall be turned unto 


« fables *””. Such is our ſituation, ſuch our 


conduct. We have revolted from God, we 


have turned from the Bible, we have ceaſed 
to hold the truth as it is in Jeſus, and there- 
fore he who is jealous for his own glory has 
juſtly come out of his place to puniſh us. 

4. Pride, that intolerable pride which 
we have diſcovered as individuals and as a na- 
tion, has loudly called for chaſtiſement. 

Pride is an abomination to the Lord. Pride 
« and arrogancy do I hate +'. Pride was the 
ruin of angels, and it has been the ruin of 
man. It is deeply rooted in the human heart. 
How few can adopt the language of the Pſal- 


miſt, 6 Lord my heart 1s not haughty, nor 


% mine eyes lofty 7. How prone all of us 
are to envy thoſe above us, and to look with 
diſdain on thoſe who are below us. What an 
inordinate eſteemand admiration of ſelf is there 
in us all ! what an exalted idea have the ge- 


9 Tim. i. 3. 4. + Prov. viii. 13. 
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nerality of men of their own hearts and ways | 
And this is not confined to individuals, but is 
conſpicuous in nations. Our own nation l 
fear is not free. | 

It is ſaid, © The pride of Iſrael teſtifieth 
« to his face :” words ſurely very applicable 
to us. Our pride, has it not been notorious ? 
Have we not been too much like haugh- 
ty Babylon? She glorified herſelf, and liv- 
« ed deliciouſly, and ſaid in her heart, I fit a 
« queen and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. But let 
it be remembered that of her it is ſaid; * Ba- 
« bylon the great is fallen, is fallen + Have 
we not been too much like Pharoah ? who 
faid, © I will purſue, I will overtake, I will 
« divide the ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied 
* upon them, I will draw the ſword, my hand 
« ſhalldeſtroy them . But let it not be for- 
gotten, that it was ſung, ** Pharoah's chariots 
and his hoſt hath he caſt into the ſea : his 
e choſen captains alſo are drowned in the Red 
« SeaF.” It is true that heretofore through 
the kind appearance of divine providence, the 


* Hol. vii. 10. + Rev. xvii. ch. 
|| Exod. xv. . $ Exod. xv. 4. 
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has not this puffed us up, and made us haugh- 
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XX armaments of Great Britain, both by ſea and 


land, have been aſtoniſhingly ſucceſsful ; and 


ty? and on various occaſions have we not too 
much boaſted . as if victory were chained to 
Cour chariot wheels, and the winds were al- 
« ways to blow according to our directions; 
« as if the artillery of our ſhips were as un- 
e conquerable, as that of heaven itſelf, and 
« we could at pleaſure ſend forth our thunder, 
e and ſcatter our enemies, and ſhoot out light- 
t nings, and diſcomſit them *?” But let us be- 
ware of ſelf-confidence ; let us tremble at our 
pride, not forgetting the wiſe man's proverb, 
Pride goeth before deſtruction, and an 
« haughty ſpirit before a fall.” Suffer me to 
add, 

5. That our fins are attended with the moſt 
heinous aggravations. 

Let this be remembered, that light and 
knowledge, means and mercies are certain ag- 
gravations of ſin, —* You only have I known 
* of all the families of the earth: therefore 
* will I puniſh you for all your iniquities . 


* Doddridge's Serm. on Deut. xxiii. 9g. + Amos iii. 2. 
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Mark the aggravated crimes of Iſrael, ſet forth 
in that pathetic appeal to all created beings, 
| celeſtial and terreſtrial. Hear O heavens, 
« and give ear O earth, for the Lord hath 
« ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up 
t children, and they have rebelled againſt 
*me* . 
Our privileges as a nation, have been for a 
long ſeries of time, and are ſtill very nume- 
rous, and exceedingly great. We have per- 
haps the beſt framed civit ConSTITUTION in 
the world; who that takes a view of it, can 
help admiring, and being charmed with it, 
can help expreſſing his gratitude to God for 
it? A ConsTITUTION as one expreſſes it 
which © unites the ſpirit, power, and ſplen- 
« dour of an abſolute monarchy without its ty- 
* ranny, the wiſdom of an ariffocracy without 
« its oppreſſion, and the freedom of a demo- 
* cratic or popular government without. its 
2 licentiouſneſs and diſorder, into one uniform 
compact ſyſtem of government, which. is the 
pride of every honeſt Engliſhman, and the 
* admiration of every intelligent liberal mind- 
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« ed foreigner *.” The repeated appearances 
of God on our behalf ought to call forth our 
aſtoniſhment, and excite the molt lively grati- 


tude. This diſtinguiſhed ifle, how has it been 
freed from heatheniſh darkneſs and pagan ido- 
latry ! How has it been reſcued from popiſh 
ſuperſtition and cruelty ! What a ſurpriſing 
deliverance was that which England obtained 
from the threatened Popiſh Yoke, when the 
ever memorable WILLIAM, landed on the Bri- 


tiſh ſhore, on the 5th of November, whilſt the 


people were celebrating the memory of their 


deliverance from the powder-plot, about four- 
{core years before. This,” faith Rapin, 
« 1s one of the moſt remarkable æra's in the 
*« Engliſh hiſtory, and which probably will 
* never be forgot by that nation.” What a 
remarkable period was that, a period which 
ought never to be forgotten, eſpecially by the 
DissENTERS when we were threatened with 
perſecution, but the Lord interpoſed on our 
behalf, defeated the hopes of our enemies by 
the ſudden death of queen Ann, and elevated 
to the throne the illuſtrious Houſe of Han- 


Serm. by Caleb Evans on Britiſi Conſtitutional Liberty. 
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( 22 ) 
over, in the perſon of GEORGE the I. the 
royal great grandfather of our preſent ſove- 
reign! © A prince whoſe memory cannot 
* but be dear to every genuine proteſtant, to 
every grateful Engliſhman.” And how great 
are our privileges under the preſent reign |! 
Under the preſent government what mercies do 
we enjoy! Much indeed is ſaid about abuſes, 
and their remedy is certainly defireable, 
though ſome will always attend the beſt form- 
ed governments. Perfection is not to be ex- 
pected on earth. But ſhall theſe occaſion us 
to overlook or to deſpiſe the liberties, the privi- 
leges we pofleſs ! God forbid. Let us enjoy, 
and be thankful for our unſpeakable bleſſings. 
Let us particularly prize thoſe of a religious 
kind. We have the Bible, the Bible in its 
purity, we may peruſe it and judge of its contents 
for ourſelves, we may read it in our families, 
we may hear it explained in our public con- 


gregations, we may enjoy the ordinances of 


Chriſt, we may keep them as we apprehend 
they were originally delivered. Theſe things 


we may do, we have no arbitrary mandate 


from our king to the contrary, and the law of 


the land is our defence. My brethren theſe 
are 
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thing of. O that we were more thankful for 
them ! O that we prized and improved them 
more | 

I cannot conclude this head without a re- 
mark made by Dr. Edmund Calamy, in a ſer- 
mon he preached before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, at a ſolemn faſt, Dec. 22, 1641. This 
kingdom, fays he, * is an iſland encompaſ- 
« ſed with Zhree oceans; not only with an 
« ocean of water, but alſo with an ocean of 
« mercies, and I may as truly add, with an 


* ocean of ſins, and that which makes our 


« ſins the greater, is becauſe our mercies have 
been ſo great.” The Lord grant our fins 
may not cauſe us to be ſurrounded and over- 
whelmed with a fourth, an ocean of rum and 
deſtruction. It is fin that has been the ruin 
of perſons—it is fin which hath ruined 
churches—and it is fin which has been the 


ruin of many mighty and flouriſhing king- 


doms. May God fave us from our ſins, and 
we ſhall be faved from ruin. But it is time 
for me to come to our laſt general head, un- 

der which it was propoſed to conſider, 
III. That God obſerves our words, and our 
conduct, 
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( 24 ) 
conduct, and beholds an awful want of re- 
pentance, and neglect of ſelf-examination. 

I HEARKENED AND HEARD, BUT THEY 
SPAKE NOT ARIGHT : NO MAN REPENTED 
HIM OF HIS WICKEDNESS, SAYING, WHAT 
HAVE I DONE ? 

God obſerves, even that God, who has all 
kingdoms and nations in his hands, who el- 


tabliſhes, or who deſtroys them as he pleaſeth. 


That God, who for fin has removed one mo- 


narchy after another, who transferred the Ba- 
byloniſh monarchy to the Perfians, the Perſian 
to the Grectans, and the Grecian to the Ro- 
mans. That God who, for fin, has broken 
great nations to pieces, and cruſhed to atoms 
the mightieſt empires in his wrath. It is this 
God who now looks on Britain, and obſerves 


her conduct while under his mighty hand: 


and what does he behold? I am afraid the 
fame that he beheld in Ifracl, viz. 

1. A want of repentance. 

Repentance is neceſſary to ſalvation. It is 


ſo as to individuals. John the Baptiſt preach - 


ed repentance “ repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand *.“ 


A greater than 


* Matth. 111, 2. 


John 


+. 


(4% ) 


| John the Baptiſt, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
taught the neceſſity of repentance— except 
: « ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh *.“ 
© The great apoſtle was employed in © teſtify- 
ing, both to the Jews, and alſo to the 
Y « Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt +.” 
= The condition of every ſinner is ſuch, that 
he needs repentance, and-without it, he muſt 
© periſh for ever. Vet at the ſame time it muſt 
be obſerved, that repentance is not the cauſe 
of falvation. It is not that which ſatisfies di- 
; vine juſtice, and atones for fin. Beware that 
7 you are not deceived on this head. No ſatis- 
faction is ſufficient but what is of infinite 
value. Nothing can take away fin but the 
atoning blood of Chriſt. The blood of ſe- 
« ſus Chriſt his ſon, cleanſeth us from all 
« fin 4.“ Yet repentance is neceſſary, neceſ- 
ſary to evidence our intereſt in that blood, ne- 
ceſſary to our being prepared for heaven. 
As repentance is neceſſary for individuals, 
ſo it is neceſſary for nations. National repent- 


Luke xiii. 3. + Acts xx, 21. 
t 1 John 1. . 
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ance is the mean of averting national judg- 


ments. * At what inſtant, I ſhall ſpeak con- 

t cerning a nation, and concerning a king- 

« dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and 

e to deſtroy it: if that nation, againſt whom 

« T have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
« will repent of the evil that I thought to do 

ce unto them®*.” Nineveh repented in ſack- 

cloth and aſhes, and God ſtopped the proceed- 
ings of his avenging juſtice againſt them. O 
that we may do likewiſe, and I doubt not, but 
God in the midſt of wrath will remember 
mercy. Yet I would here alſo obſerve, that 
national repentance is not the cauſe of national 
falvation. The ſalvation of nations flows from 
ſovereign mercy. © Not for your fake do [I 
« this, faith the Lord God, be it known unto 
« you : be aſhamed, and confounded for your 
« own ways, O houſe of Iſrael +.” If, my 
brethren, we, as a nation, be ſaved, we ſhall 
be indebted to the free favour, and the ſove- 
vereign mercy of God : as for ourſelves, we 
ſhall have reaſon to be aſhamed and con- 
founded for our own ways for ever. Yet, 


+ Ezek. Xxxvi. 32. 
without 


* Jer. xviii. 7. 8. 


2 


N ; 25 without repentance there is no hope. The 


promiſes of God are made 70 penitent per- 
ſons, and to penitent nations, thou gh not for 
their repentance. Now a want of this, I fear, 
the Lord has ſeen in us. O that a penitent 
ſpirit may this day be given to the nation, 
that we may reform our ways, and turn unto 
the Lord. If we put our mouth in the duſt, 
there will be hope. 


That God who obſerves our words and our 


conduct, hath alſo beheld. 
II. An awful neglect of ſeli-examination. 
No man repented of his wickedneſs, ſay- 
ing, WHAT HAVE I DONE ? 
We ought to commune with our own hearts; 
but it is to be feared this is too much neglected. 
We ought toexamine oui ſelves, to prove our own 


ſebves ; but, alas! this is too generally omitted. 


Like the people of the Jews, every one is ready 
to ſhift off guilt from himſelf. One great 
part of the work to which we are called this 
day, is to ſearch our hearts, and examine our 
ways: to put the queſtion perſonally, WRAr 
HAVE I poxne? Without this, our faſting, 
and praying will prove but a folemn mock- 
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ery. „ By NoT DECE1VED, Gop is NOT 
* MOCKED.” If we a to mock T_ 
woe be to us! 

The judgments of God are upon us, this 
calls aloud for the queſtion, WHAT HAvx I 
Done? But how few comparatively thus ſe- 
riouſly call themſelves to account! -Many are 
crying out much againſt the atheiſm and in- 
fidelity of the French; their ſituation in 
this reſpect is awful, and we can ſee the juſ- 
tice of God in viſiting them for their iniquity. 


But let us remember the tokens of the divine 


diſpleaſure are alſo upon vs, and it behoves 
each of us to aſk, WHAT nave I pong? Have 
not I too much encouraged atheiſm in myheart, 
and diſcovered great infidelity in my life? 
Many are ready to acknowledge, that the 


frowns of heaven are-upon us, and that fin is 


the cauſe ; but yet they are too apt to look 


abroad for iniquity, to find fault with others, 
and to neglect this important ſelf inquiry, 


WHaT nave I rone? How much have I 
added to the national guilt? Have not my fins 


contributed much towards bringing down the 
7 vengeance of heave en on my native country? 


The 
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The generality are daily talking about the 
war; "the - battles which are fought, the blood 
which is ſpilt, the numbers which are lain ; 


but where are they, who ſeriouſly and ſolemn- 
ly aſk; WHAT HAVE I DONE, towards procur- 
ing theſe dreadful calamities? War is a judg- 


ment of God; and have not I offended him, 


have not my fins, my perſonal iniquities, pro- 


voked the Holy One of Iſrael to anger, and 
occaſioned theſe diſcoveries of his wrath ? 
And ye, even ye, my fellow chriſtians, ye 


who have truly received the grace of God, who 


have been choſen, redeemed, and effectually 
called; have not YE been neglectful of ſelf- 
examination? Remember, that as ye have 


received ſpecial favours, ſo ye are under. ſpecial 
obligations. Your privilege and your expe- 


rience call for a more particular and cloſe walk 
with God; for the moſt ardent love to him, 


and for the moſt vigorous courſe of obedience : 


but in theſe duties have ye not been want- 
ing? And the queſtion, now under conſidera- 


tion, have ye not omitted to put, WHAT HAVE 


I ront? How little have I done for God? 
How much have I done again/t him? Have I 


not forgotten him days without number ? 
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Have I not neglected my precious Saviour 
too much? Have I fought after conformity 
to his image, and communion with him in 
duty, with that fervency of ſpirit I ſhould 
have done? Have I not been wanting in my 
application to the Holy Spirit, for his quick- 
ening and ſanctifying influences? Have I not 
neglected my bible, and forſaken my cloſet ? 
Have I not ſet light by the houſe of God and 
its 'ordinances? Yea, have I not been too 

vain in my converſation ; too careleſs of my 
walk in the world? I fear, my friends and 
brethren, we are all guilty of negle& on this 
head of ſelf- examination. This being the caſe, 
is it to be wondered at, that God is angry 
with the nation, and diſpleaſed with his own 
people? 

To conclude, 

Some, perhaps, will be ready to ſay, you 
have been ſpeaking of diſcouraging things to- 
day, and of nothing elſe. To which I would 
reply, the judgments of God and our 
fins, are matters that ought to humble us ; 
and we ought to be diſcouraged, if we flight 
the one, and purſue the other. But ſhould 
you have a deep and affecting ſenſe of both, 
(which I pray the Lord may be the caſe with 
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you, and not with you only, but with 7 na- 


tion at large this day). 1 have ſomething « en- 


couraging to offer. 


I have to tell you, that God heareth prayer. 
He is a ſanctuary in all diſtreſſes and dangers. 
He will fulfil the defire of them. that fear 


| him. Prayer is the work of God's Spirit in us, 


and therefore cannot be in vain. It there- 
fore ye pray in earneſt, there is yet hope for 
deliverance. Pray then, that the ancient pro- 
miſe to David, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, may be fulfilled in you. I will pour 
* upon the houſe of David, and upon the in- 


60 habitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpir it of gr ace and 


7 ” 


* ſupplications, and they ſhall look upon me 
* whom they have pierced, and mourn &.“ 
And if that be accompliſhed, all will be well. 

I ſhall then hope for Great-Britain ; yea, I do 
hope, and that not only for Great-Britain, but 
for all the nations on the globe. I do hope, 
that all the preſent commotions in the earth 
will work togerher for good. That the ſhaking 
the nations will iſſue in the ſpreading of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and in the eſtabliſhment 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. The downfal . 
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of antichriſt is it no at hand! And is it not 
 foretold, that an earthquake ſhall precede this 
glorious event? «And the ſeventh angel 
* poured out his vial into the air, and there 
came a great voice out of the temple of 
2 heaven, from the throne, faying, ] It is done; 
« and there were voices, and thunders, and 
" lightning, : and there was a great earthquake, 
« ſuch as was not fince men were upon the 
« earth, ſo mighty an earthquake, and ſo 
great; and the great city was divided into N 
* three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: 
0 and great Babylon came in remembrance be- 
« fore God, to give unto her the cup of the 
* wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath.” 

1 believe theſe figurative expreſſions are 
pretty generally underſtood, as referring to 
_ ſome great commotions in the earth, which 
_ ſhould portend the overthrow of antichriſt ; 
and ſome have underſtood by the great city, 
wp whole Romiſh juriſdiction, and by the 
ities of the nations, the Pagans and Maho- 
_— And it is certainly an heart-reviving 

. confderation, that at ſome future period there 
wil be an utter extirpation of the papacy, of | 


pagan iſm, and of Mahometaniſm from the 
earth ; 
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( 33.) 
bach; and a great voice from heaven ſhall 


Þ proclaim, « THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD 


* ARE BECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR LoRD, 


© anD of His CHRIST, AND HE SHALL REIGN 


® FOR EVER AND EVER—Which may the Lord 


haſten in his time. Amen. 


THE END. 


1 THE MORAL LAW, 
"yy. A RULE OF MORAL CONDUCT To BELIEVERS. 
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